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What’s the point of Borders? 

The matter of immigration and national borders is a hot topic in today’s political climate. In the 

video “What’s the Point of Borders?” three reasons were listed in favor of borders: 

1. Safety: National laws and rights are enforced within America, and many of these laws 

do not apply in other countries. Untracked 

immigration means the government doesn’t 

know who is in the USA. 

2. Stopping crime: Crimes like human trafficking, 

illegal drugs, and gang violence can enter the 

US with uncontrolled borders. 

3. Stability: Immigration can impact the economy 

and jobs, as well as welfare demands. 

On the other hand, many people support open borders and free migration between countries. 

Now let’s look at three reasons against enforcing a border between nations.  

1. Humanitarian: One of the most common arguments to allow free movement of people into 

the USA regards helping people. The US is one of the richest countries in the world, so many 

people from poorer countries are attracted to life here. Most people who travel over the US-

Mexico border come from countries without much money. These people often come from 

places with a lower quality of life, high levels of government corruption, 

and even war. Since they may be trying to escape misfortune or 

achieve a more prosperous life, some people suggest America should 

give these migrants a chance.  

2. Multiculturalism: You have probably heard the phrase “America is a 

nation of immigrants.” That popular saying refers to the country’s 

history of taking in large numbers of migrants from around the world. 

In the 1800s and early 1900s, people travelled on boats to Ellis Island in 

New York, where they were processed and allowed to enter the  
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country. The many cultures of these immigrants mixed together, gradually changing into a 

unique “melting pot.” History.com saysi: 

 

 

 

 

 

Migration through Ellis Island was legal and controlled by the government, and people had to 

take a health test before being allowed to enter the country. While open borders would not 

involve these safety measures, some suggest that a more free style of immigration should 

return, and that mixing different cultures in one place creates a more interesting society.  

3. Economics: Some say there are economic benefits to mass movement of people. They 

suggest that open borders would allow more workers to travel to the US to do jobs that 

Americans don’t want to do. It is also argued that open borders would encourage more trade 

between countries, and people could travel more to find jobs. The Economist reported, 

“workers become more productive as they move from a poor country to a rich one.”ii This 

argument says that workers earn more money in richer countries, even if they are doing the 

same job, and that they can add more value to the economy.  

 
i https://www.history.com/news/immigrants-ellis-island-short-processing-time 
ii https://www.economist.com/open-future/2018/04/16/the-case-for-immigration 
 
 

“More than 12 million immigrants passed through Ellis Island between 1892 and 1954—with 

a whopping 1,004,756 entering the United States in 1907 alone. And yet, even during these 

days of peak immigration, for most passengers hoping to establish new lives in the United 

States, the process of entering the country was over and done  relatively quickly—in a 

matter of a few hours.” 
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